
STWN Chairman’s Report  24th April 2026 

1. Runnymede Issue 

See copy of email from the Englefield Green Village Forum rep 

 
2. SCC Tree Planting Objective 

SCC passed the halfway mark last year but it seems unlikely the 2030 objective of 1.2 million 
new trees will be reached before the council ceases to exist in April 2027. 

3. National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 
The recent  changes and related government guidance strengthen protections for ancient 
woodland and veteran trees, enforcing a "presumption against development" aFecting them. 
Key updates emphasize mitigating developer harm, implementing strict compensation 
strategies as a last resort, and utilizing updated inventories to identify smaller, 0.25-hectare 
sites for protection.  However, the protections for other trees, woodlands, AONB and green belt 
are all considerably weakened.  Golf courses and some plantation woodlands in particular are 
now previously developed landscape (grey belt/ brown land) 

4. Policy Documents – still awaiting a block of free time…………. 

 

 


