
 

 

Living Willow Structures 
 

 

Sun Safety, Natural Play and Learning about Nature 

 

Living willow play structures are safe, shaded, sense-stimulating 

settings where children can enjoy imaginative play in direct 

contact with nature. Observing the life cycle of the willow, and the 

wildlife it attracts, encourages an affinity with the natural 

environment that has been shown to continue into later life, and 

may help to promote environmental awareness and a healthier 

lifestyle in future generations.   The Government’s new Play 

Strategy highlights the importance of the natural environment as 

a setting for children’s play and recognises research studies 

documenting the benefits to children’s learning, healthy growth 

and development that can come from natural play 

 

 

Left: The natural beauty of a living willow play structure enhances any open 

space and ensures it blends into its surroundings in a way that conventional 

play structures cannot - willow dome at Springfield School, Lower Sunbury 

 

 

Environmental Benefits  

 

Living willow structures are environmentally sustainable and have a 

low to negative carbon footprint as no machinery or manufacturing 

processes are involved in their construction and willow itself is an 

organic, sustainably grown material.  Once in growth, the structure 

actively helps to improve the local environment by absorbing 

carbon from the atmosphere and providing a valuable habitat and 

food for a wide range of insects and birds.  Willow is second only to 

the oak in the number of creatures that feed on it. 

All the willow which used for our structures is sourced in the UK, as 

close as possible to the construction site. 

 

Left: Catkins provide nectar and  pollen for insects at a time when other food is 

scarce.                

 

 

Bespoke solutions 

 

Willow is extremely versatile and can be used to 

create a wide variety of structures - seats, arbours, 

arches, domes, tunnels, screens and fences - or any 

combination of these elements.  Our living willow 

structures are site specific and designed to meet 

your individual requirements. 

 

 

 

Left: Dome and maze at Fairholme School after 4 months 

 

’I think its fabulous! Thank you so much for your hard work  

the maze  and  classroom structure … are now focus points for 

many activities and events.  A fantastic investment’  

Ken Noakes, Headmaster, Fairholme School, Bedfont 

 

 

 

 



 

Aftercare and Maintenance 

 

The wonderful thing about living willow structures is that they’re 

alive!  Properly cared for, one of our structures will continue 

growing and improving year by year.   

 

We provide a year of aftercare while your willow settles in to get it 

off to the best possible start plus a full set of instructions for its 

ongoing care and maintenance. This consists largely in treating the 

willow with the same respect you would any other newly planted 

tree, particularly in its first year of growth, weaving in new growth 

and carrying out some very basic pruning. It really is very 

straightforward and we are available on the other end of an email 

or phone line if you need some advice.   

 

 

 

Once established a willow structure is extremely tough and durable 

and really will last a lifetime.    

 

 
Workshops 

 

If you would like to build your own willow structure we run 

workshops where you can learn the basic techniques of living willow 

construction. We can also run a workshop at your site if you have a 

group who would like to learn these skills and you want to organise 

your build in this way. You do not need any prior experience and all 

materials and full instructions on building and maintenance are 

included in the course.  

 

 

 

 

We are currently looking for suitable venues in which to run our 

own workshops. During the workshop we will build a living 

willow structure on your site. We will ask you to provide tea, 

coffee and biscuits and a warm place for participants to eat 

lunch. Please contact us for more details. 

 

 

 

 

About us 

 

Root and Branch is run by Sarah Garcia and Ruth Meaney. We work with schools and community 

groups and private clients to install decorative and functional living willow structures.  We also 

lead training workshops and undertake private commissions. We are both RHS qualified gardeners 

with many years experience designing, planting and maintaining gardens. We have worked with 

children, adults, teachers, special needs clients and community groups on a variety of horticultural 

projects. 

 

 

 

Contact: Sarah Garcia at sarahgarciagardens@hotmail.com 

    Mob: 07816 836298 

mailto:sarahgarciagardens@hotmail.com

