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Mr. Urban, 

. 

THE return  of the Fair|op Oak (Plate 1), festivity soon after the catastrophe, recorded in your 

last volume, p. 574, which laid prostrate some of its main branches. 

 

This venerable and stupendous Tree (magnificent even in its ruins) stands on Hainault Forest, 

about 10 miles from London, 4 from Wanstead Hill, 3from Ilford, and 2 from Chigwell. 

 

Its trunk, or main stem, measures in girth 66 sect, or 29 feet in diameter, from which, before 

the late accident, 17 large branches issued, most of them not less than 12 feet in girth. For many 

years past it has been gradually decaying; vet it still retains periodical powers of vegetation; 

though the loftiest, parts of the boughs are withered. 

 

Within the last 20 years, in the meridian of the day, the whole shadow extended over an acre 

of ground. 

 

Fairlop Oak Fair is not held under any regular charter; but, took its rise from the stated visit of 

Mr. Daniel Day a worthy but eccentric character, who was born in the parish of St. Mary Overy, 

in 1632. He was the son of an opulent brewer; and was himself a considerable engine, pump 

and block maker in St. John's, Wapping, to which parish he was a great benefactor. He died 

October, 19, 1767, at the age of 84; and was buried in Barking church-yard. 

 

The reader who would -know more either of Mr. Day, or of his. Favourite Oak, may consult a 

little pamphlet, which .was published by Mr. R. Ing, of Mile End, and circulated on the spot, 



under the title of "The Origin of Fairlop Fair, annually held round the great Oak. on Hainault 

Forest, in Essex, on the first Friday in July; with an account of the Founder, Mr. Daniel Day 

(interspersed with many genuine anecdotes of that worthy character, whose simplicity of 

manners could only be equalled by the rectitude of his heart. M. Green.  


